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ANNCR: 

THE UNITED NATIONS! DECOLONIZATION COMMITTEE IS CURRENTLY 
EXAMINING THE POLITICAL STATUS OF PUERTO RICO. VOA'S CLAUDIO 
ESKENAZI HAS THIS BACKGROUND REPORT. 

NARR?: 

PUERTO RICO -= THE MOST EASTERLY ISLAND OF THE GREATER 
ANTILLES IN THE CARIBBEAN == HAS HAD A RELATIONSHIP WITH THE 
UNITED STATES DATING BACK TO THE END OF LAST CENTURY. THE ISLAND 
WAS DISCOVERED BY CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS IN ONE OF HIS MANY VOYAGES 
TO THE NEW WORLD AND REMAINED A SPANISH POSSESSION LONG AFTER 
MOST OF LATIN AMERICA HAD FREED ITSELF FROM COLONIAL RULE. 

PUERTO RICO WAS CEDED TO THE UNITED STATES AFTER THE SPANISH- 
AMERICAN WAR OF 1898 AND FOR THE NEXT FIFTY YEARS IT WAS AN 
UNINCORPORATED TERRITORY OF THIS COUNTRY. 

THE UNITED STATES EARLY BS TABLISHED A CIVILIAN GOVERNMENT 
TO REPLACE THE TRANSITIONAL MILITARY OCCUPATION, WITH A GOVERNOR 
APPOINTED BY THE U.S, PRESIDENT AND A BICAMERAL LEGISLATION. 

FROM THEN ON SELF=GOVERNMENT HAS INCREASED IN PUERTO RICO WHILE 
THE ISLAND'S MAJOR POLITICAL PARTIES DEBATED WHETHER TO PRESS 
FOR STATEHOOD OR FOR COMPLETE INDEPENDENCE FROM THE UNITED STATES, 

THIRTY YEARS AGO, DURING THE 1948 GUBERNATORIAL ELECTION, A 
THIRD ALTERNATIVE WAS PRESENTED ~-- THAT OF COMMONWEALTH, 
CANDIDATE LUIS MUNOZ MARIN RAN ON A PLATFORM CALLING FOR THE 
PEOPLE OF PUERTO RICO TO ADOPT A CONSTITUTION WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK 
OF A CONTINUING RELATIONSHIP WITH THE UNITED STATES, MUNOZ 
MARIN'S VICTORY AT THE POLLS WAS SEEN AS A DECISION IN FAVOR 


OF THE COMMONWEALTH STATUS, THREE YEARS LATER A CONSTITUTIONAL 
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CONVENTION DREW UP A DOCUMENT OUTLINING THE ISLAND'S NEW STATUS. 
IT WAS THEN SUBMITTED TG A REFERENDUM WHERE IT WAS OVERWHELMINGLY 
APPROVED, 

IN 1953 THE UNITED STATES TOLD THE UNITED NATIONS THAT 
PUERTO RICO WAS NOW A SELF-GOVERNING TERRITORY. SOON AFTER, THE 
U.N. GENERAL ASSEMBLY ADOPTED A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING THAT THE 
PUERTO RICANS HAD EFFECTIVELY EXERCISED THEIR RIGHT TO SELF- 
DETERMINATION, THE RESOLUTION ALSO STATED THAT THE UNITED NATIONS 
DEFINITION OF NON-SELF-GOVERNING TERRITORIES COULD NO LONGER BE 
APPLIED TO PUERTO RICO, 

BUT THE EVOLVING RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PUERTO RICO AND 
THE UNITED STATES CONTINUED .TO CCME UNDER CLOSE SCRUTINY BY BOTH 
SIDES. IN 1964 WASHINGTON PROPOSED A PLEBISCITE ON PUERTO RICO'S 
POLITICAL FUTURE. IT TOOK PLACE IN 1967 AND SIXTY PERCENT OF 
THE VOTERS FAVORED RETENTION OF THE COMMONWEALTH STATUS, NEARLY 
THIRTY-NINE PERCENT FAVORED APPLYING FOR STATEHOOD, WHILE LESS 
THAN ONE PERCENT INDICATED A DESIRE FOR POLITICAL INDEPENDENCE, 
STILL, THE DEBATE HAS CONTINUED OVER THE YEARS AND THERE SEEMS TO 
BE A CONSENSUS ON PUERTO RICO ITSELF THAT THE ISLAND HAS NOT YET 
ACHIEVED ITS PERMANENT STATUS, 

COMMONWEALTH SUPPORTERS HAVE ARGUED THAT THE CURRENT 
SITUATION PROVIDES THE ULTIMATE ANSWER FOR PUERTO RICO, AND IN 
A SUBSEQUENT REFERENDUM MOST OF THE ISLANDERS HAVE GONE ALONG 
WITH THIS VIEW, BUT PROPONENTS OF STATEHOOD ARGUE THAT THE 
COMMONWEALTH ARRANGEMENT GIVES THE ISLAND AN UNCERTAIN STATUS == 
THAT IS IS NEITHER A FULL PERMANENT COMPACT WITH THE UNITED STATES 
NOR FULL INDEPENDENCE, SUPPORTERS OF INDEPENDENCE -- STILL A SMALL 
MINORITY IN ELECTIONS TWO YEARS AGO -- SAY THAT BOTH STATEHOOD 


AND COMMONWEALTH KEEP PUERTO RICO UNDER U.S. LAWS AND WILL 
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ULTIMATELY DESTROY PUERTO RICO'S UNIQUE SPANISH HERITAGE. 

JUST LAST MONTH PRESIDENT CARTER REITERATED PUERTO RICO'S 
RIGHT TO SELF-DETERMINATION, HE SAID THE UNITED STATES WOULD 
SUPPORT ANY STATUS. THAT THE PUERTO RICANS THEMSELVES WANT -- 
STATEHOOD, INDEPENDENCE, OR A CONTINUATION OF THE PRESENT 
COMMONWEALTH ARRANGEMENT. 


GH/RCS 


